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Student Council Elections 
On Tuesday 15th December, Student Council elections were held to find two 

new members from each of our 5th Classes and one from each of our 6th Clas-

ses to join our existing four members from 6th Class. The three teachers who 
will be working with the Council, Mr. Mullen, Ms. Murtagh & Mrs. O’Connor,  

oversaw the process and noted how exemplary the behaviour of all children 

was throughout. A word of thanks to all candidates whether elected or not. On 

Wednesday 16th December, the classes were informed of the names of the 

newly-elected members via Zoom and letters were issued to their parents/

guardians. The first official meeting of the new Student Council will take place in 

January. We wish them well and look forward to seeing what they will achieve. 

Welcome Fr. Frank! 
We welcome Fr. Frank Drescher to the parish of Blanchard-

stown and to his new role as school chaplain and member of 

the Board of Management. Fr. Frank was born in Duisburg in 

Germany and worked in the private sector for several years. 

While living in Blanchardstown, he learned that as a priest 

one serves the people on behalf of God and accepting this 

vocation, he set about his studies. Fr. Frank was ordained on 

the 14th of September in St. Mary’s Pro-Cathedral and we 
are delighted that he has joined our parish. We look forward to working closely 

with him over the years ahead.  

Jabil EMS Ireland PPE Donation 
Following on from the company’s much appreciated PPE donation in October,  

representatives from Jabil EMS Ireland’s Blanchardstown Branch returned to the 

school on Thursday 17th December to donate 5 iPads. As with the previous 

donation, those present briefly stood in place for a photo. Seen below are Eiven 

Shanahan (Deputy Principal), Séamus Sullivan 

(Principal), Oliver McGee (Senior Manager 

Business Unit), Rachana Agrawal (Human 

Resource Business Partner) and Ian O’Reilly 

(Operations Director). Thanks to all at Jabil 

EMS as we continue to forge a very positive 

relationship. 



As 2020 draws to a close, it is an opportune time to reflect on what has been unprecedented time for us 

all. This calendar year will certainly not be remembered very fondly by most, but amidst all the devasta-

tion regarding people’s health, wealth and wellbeing, we have seen some very positive things take place. 

People have made many sacrifices and pulled together for the greater good, enduring many challenges in 
order to allow us all to get by. I hope and pray that 2021 will be far kinder to us all and I look forward 

to better times ahead. 
I must reiterate a word of thanks to all in our school community for helping to keep us open and helping 

to make school a safe and a positive place for us all—pupils, parents, guardians, teachers, SNA’s and an-

cillary staff have all given of themselves in huge amounts as we seek to ensure that the quality of service 

is not inhibited by the current situation. It is understandable to feel down and it is easy to complain, but 

sometimes the children themselves remind us that all is not lost and that there is always something good 

to focus on which can help improve our moods. For now, that may be the Christmas celebrations (if a 

little different this year) and the much needed two-week break from school. This chance to recharge the 

batteries is very welcome for all. Please be advised that if you are travelling out of the country over the 

break, a 14-day period of restricting movements must be observed on your re-entry into the country 

before your son can return to school. This can be shortened if proof of a negative COVID-19 test result 

(the test must take place a minimum of 5 days after returning) is shared with the school.  
The compliance of parents and guardians regarding drop-off and collection times, visiting the school and 

the wearing of face masks when on school property has been wonderful and I thank you for your coop-

eration on this. Please continue these practices on our return to school in January. However, physical 

distancing when waiting to collect children must be better maintained.  
Despite the challenges posed by COVID-19, many things have taken place at Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí since 

Hallowe’en: 

• Thanks to Dr. Imelda Shanahan of TMS Environmental Ltd. for her donation of disinfectant wipes. 
• Congratulations to Mr. Wall on his wedding in November. I wish him and his wife, Suzanne, many 

years of good health and happiness. 
• A word of thanks to Ms. Brannock who, with the help of Ms. Hayes, Ms. Murtagh and Mr. Sha-

nahan, organised Wellbeing Week, which ran from Monday 23rd to Friday 27th November. Clas-

ses engaged in daily activities, culminating in our virtual concert at the end of the week.  
• Thanks to Ms. Brannock and Ms. Dunne for organising the Staff Kms Challenge, which had a very 

positive outcome and was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 
• Thanks to Mr. Mullen and Ms. Hayes for organising the ‘Twelve Days of Christmas’ art activity, 

which saw every class design and decorate a notice board to represent one of the lines in the well-

known song. A short film was put together by one of our parents, Lucjan, to capture this. 
• Thanks to Mr. Shanahan for organising the distribution of Christmas Annuals to all who bought 

them. They seemed to go down a treat! 
• Thanks to Blanchardstown Credit Union for sponsorship which paid for Santa’s video messages 

enjoyed with all of our junior classes. 
• Thanks to the Parent Association for funding online access to the Helix Panto, ‘The Sword in the 

Stone’ and for sorting prizes for our best decorated notice boards. 
Special Needs Assistant Mrs. Noeleen Smith leaves us as we welcome back Ms. Sarah Byrne from mater-

nity leave. I thank Noeleen for her time here and wish her all the best for the future.  
There will be increased services available via Aladdin Connect on our return to school in January, which 

will prove most beneficial to parents/guardians. Please remember that it is your responsibility and 

duty as parents/guardians to set this up and I urge you to take the time to do so if you have not. 
 

Wishing you all a safe, peaceful and enjoyable Christmas break, 
 

 
 

 

 

Principal 

A Message from the Principal 
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Junior Infant Enrolment for 2020/2021 

Applications for enrolment in Junior Infants for 2020/2021 will be accepted between Wednesday 6th 

January and Wednesday 29th January. Application forms are available via the website or by contacting 

the school.  

 
New Aladdin Connect Features 

As you know, we have been using Aladdin Connect in the school since June of this year, with all par-

ents/guardians receiving unique codes to allow them to set up private accounts to access information 

relating to their child(ren). 
Up to now, parents/guardians have been able to access annual end of year school reports, enter ab-

sence reasons when their child(ren) is/are absent and fill in the Return to School Declaration when he/

they are returning to school after an absence. 

As of our return to school in January, parents/guardians will also be able to: 
• see/edit home address and emergency contact details entered and their own name, email and 

phone number. 

• view history of texts and emails sent to their child(ren). 

• see this year’s money collections. 

• see pupil profile pictures. 

• see Standardised Test results for their child(ren). 

• notify the school if their child is going to be absent in the future. 

• notify the school if their child is going to be collected early from school or will be arriving late. 

• reply to staff noticeboard messages they receive (if staff tick to allow replies as they send them). 

• provide consent in relation to various school matters.   

This improved service will enhance the experience of parents/guardians as well as enabling things to 

run more smoothly for school staff. Use of the service appears to be preferable via the Aladdin Con-

nect app. 

 
Staff Kms Challenge 

November proved to be a very active month for the school’s staff when Ms. Brannock and Ms. Dunne 

set the challenge of collectively walking, running or cycling 2500kms between Tuesday 3rd November 

and Wednesday 2nd December, with Ms. Dunne keeping tabs on the total as it built up. The big an-
nouncement regarding the final total was much anticipated across the staff and the very impressive final 

figure of 2915kms was incredible. To top it all off, €500 was raised for Barnardos. Well done to all! 

 

 
Parent Association Update 

Usually, our AGM would have taken place at some point between the start of the school year and 

Christmas. In its absence, we wanted to highlight some things for you all. We are continuing to work in 

the background, trying to keep everyone safe and happy and also trying to keep up some form of fund-
raising for the boys’ treats while at school. We hope you understand that our funds have not increased 

much due to last year’s school closures but we are looking into new COVID-19 safe ways to raise 

funds and have treats for the boys over the coming months. When the school was closed, we missed 

out on so much. One of our most enjoyable days, the Relay Race had to be  cancelled. We also missed 

out on treating the 6th Class boys to their farewell take away and of course the usual format of the 

Graduation ceremony, an amazing evening which we all enjoy. Of course, there was no reception for 

the boys and girls who were due to make their First Holy Communion. We do hope that we will be 

able to arrange some fun events for the boys, including the Relay Race. Lastly, we would like to take 

this opportunity to wish the families of Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí a safe and happy Christmas break and 

look forward to seeing the boys for a happy and healthy 2021! 



Thanks to all our pupils for contributing to our wonderful Twelve Days of Christmas artwork! Mr. Mullen 

brought this idea to the staff and with the help of Ms. Hayes, classes were asked to prepare a notice board 

outside their rooms to represent one of the lines of the famous Christmas song. You can see their brilliant 

displays below. Thanks to one of our parents, Lucjan, for compiling footage of the results and to the Parent 

Association for providing yummy doughnuts to the three classes picked out for special mention! 

Happy Christmas to all, and to all a Good Night! 

Twelve Days of Christmas 

School Calendar Dec 2020 — June 2021 


