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Farewell to Fr. Cyril and Welcome to Fr. Michael
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Over the summer, we received the news that Parish Priest,
Cyril Mangan, was leaving Blanchardstown to take up a
new position in Sutton. We sincerely thank Fr. Cyril for all
his work in the parish of Blanchardstown and wish him all
the best in his new parish. We extend a warm welcome to
new Parish Priest, Fr. Michael Carey, who joins us from St.
Colmcille’s, Swords. We hope he will be very happy here in
Blanchardstown and look forward to forging a strong relationship with him as he supports
the work of school chaplain, Fr. Frank Drescher.

Return of the Food Dudes
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Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí was delighted to participate in the Food
Dudes Follow-Up Programme from Monday 11th to Friday 15th October 2021. The boys received a portion of fresh fruit and a portion
of vegetables every day to eat in school. In addition, the boys
watched Food Dudes episodes each day and completed a range of fruit and vegetablerelated activities in class. Well done to all pupils for their enthusiasm in eating their portions and to all the parents and guardians for helping to complete the 'Passport to Healthy
Eating' each evening. Thanks also to Mrs. L. Geraghty for co-ordinating the project. A fantastic initiative to encourage healthy eating habits!

Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí Lotto
There has been no jackpot winner so far this school year. Weekly Winners (who each receive €25 and a chocolate treat) for 2021/2022 to date are as follows:

Elaine Curran (2nd September),

Daniella Pichirilli (9th September),

Ludmila Buchelova (16th September),

Linda Geraghty (23rd September),

Carol Abbey (30th September),

Tara Carroll Grant (7th October),

Noeleen Smith (14th October)
Ismir Coco (21st October).
Thanks to all who support the lotto. If you would like to sign up, you can purchase one line
for €2 or three lines for €5 each week at www.ourfundraiser.ie/org/sbb

Picker Pals
Last year, Ms. Mallon’s 1st Class took part in the Picker
Pals programme, which examines littering and encourages people not to discard unwanted items in places
other than bins. On Monday 27th September, Deputy
Lord Mayor of Fingal, Cllr. Daniel Whooley visited the
school to thank the boys, now in Ms. Crummey’s 2nd
Class. Well done to all involved and remember —
don’t litter!

A Message from the Principal
A warm word of thanks to all of our pupils, parents/guardians and staff members as we come to the first mid-term
break of the 2021/2022 school year. Although things have not returned to the way they were pre-COVID-19, it has
been great to welcome our pupils and staff back for the new school year.
September and October have seen many positive developments at Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí:

Our new Junior Infants have settled in well — thanks to Mrs. McCoy (class teacher), Ms. Mahon (SET) and
Yvonne (SNA).

We were delighted to see Ms. Crummey and Ms. Sneyd return from career break and we extended a hearty
welcome to new teachers Ms. Delaney, Ms. Mahon and Mr. Power, as well as SNA Jay and bus escort Trish.

The long-awaited First Holy Communion celebrations for our current 3rd & 4th Classes took place on Thursday 16th September and Confirmation for last year’s 6th Classes was on Monday 27th September. Congratulations to all involved!

The Board of Management sanctioned the purchase of four new 75” interactive TVs to replace overhead projectors, meaning that 11 of our 13 mainstream classes will have these fantastic resources, with the plan to
address remaining rooms as soon as possible. Thanks to Eddie for getting these in place.

Our new multi-sensory room was installed over the summer, and is proving a great success with our pupils.
Thanks to Eddie for the work completed on the new play area at the end of the Junior yard.

The Deputy Lord Mayor of Fingal, Cllr. Daniel Whooley, visited the school to express his thanks to members of
Ms. Crummey’s 2nd Class, who took part in the Picker Pals programme last school year. The programme encourages people not to litter and to keep the environment clean and healthy. Well done to all and thanks to
former class teacher, Ms. Mallon, and Mr. Mullen for organising!

The Food Dudes Follow-Up Programme ran in the school from the 11th to 15th of October. Thanks to Mrs. L.
Geraghty for co-ordinating this.
Enrolment for secondary schools is almost finished so I trust that all parents/guardians of 6th Class pupils have
made multiple applications to ensure at least one offer of a place for next year.
World Teachers’ Day took place on Tuesday 5th October — thanks to all our teachers (and other staff)!
Four school policies are currently under review for presentation to the Board of Management at the next Board
meeting on Monday 8th November. Copies of the proposed Administration of Medicines Policy, the Anti-Bullying
Policy, the ICT Acceptable Use Policy and the Policy on Extra-Curricular Activities were shared with all via email —
please comment as you see fit by Wednesday 3rd November.
At this point, COVID-19 has been part of our lives for over a year and a half, and we are all weary hearing about it.
However, it is important to remember that it still affecting people in our communities and that we must continue to
keep our guard up considering that the vast majority of our pupils are not vaccinated. As such, all school protocols
and procedures must remain in place for now, and any and all changes to these must be managed on a step-by-step
basis. Indoor PE has been re-introduced and the Board of Management has given permission to Little Stars to return
to the provision of the Breakfast Club before school and the after-school care service from Monday 1st November.
Small but important steps.
One area of continued concern is the response to the school’s Lotto fundraiser. A number of people have signed up
to support this since it was launched in June, and I thank all who have done so, but unfortunately, this number is far
too few. People have many expenses to contend with but if more and more people could make even a small contribution, it would have a huge effect overall. Please consider signing up to raise funds for your son(s) - the details are
on the front page.
I hope you enjoy the mid-term break but please be careful. A member of the Garda Síochána visited the school this
week to talk to the senior classes about safety over Hallowe’en. After recent restrictions and demands, each and
every one of us certainly deserves the chance to thoroughly enjoy any celebrations which arise, but I would echo
the message delivered about being cautious and careful where fireworks and/or bonfires are involved. When damage is done, it is often of a catastrophic and irreversible nature, so please take care.
Looking forward to seeing all of our pupils back at Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí on Monday 1st November.
Take care,

Principal

Bicycles & Helmets
A reminder to all pupils cycling to school to dismount and walk with their bikes on
arrival at the outer school gates and to refrain from getting on their bikes when leaving until back outside the outer gates. It is the responsibility of all parents/guardians
to ensure that helmets are worn by cyclists at all times. Thanks!
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Maths Week 18th to 22nd October
Maths Week Ireland took place this week. Thanks to Mr. Mullen and Mr.
McFadden for organising lots of fun-filled and challenging activities for all classes, which the boys enjoyed throughout the week. Well done and thanks to
all!

Happy
Hallowe’en!

