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Farewell and Best Wishes to Mr. Shanahan!
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After an incredible 40-year career, 32 of which were spent in Scoil
Bhríde Buachaillí, and 16 years as Deputy Principal, Mr. Shanahan has
informed the Board of Management of his decision to retire. From
the outset, Eiven has been involved in all aspects of school life. His
footprint can be found right across the school, including the layout
and fit out of the first computer room, the fit out of the old staff
room, dividing prefabs, building and manufacturing backdrops for
school concerts, shelving units for books and the stage for Christmas
concerts in the church. The list goes on and on. Of the many extracurricular activities to which Eiven contributed, that which gave him
the most satisfaction was his involvement with the school’s Gaelic football and hurling
teams. Having tasted Cumann na mBunscol success while teaching in St. Joseph’s, Fairview
from 1981 to 1989, Eiven quickly set about bringing the same passion and commitment to
the Gaelic football and hurling teams in Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí. Success duly followed with
annual and bi-annual visits to Croke Park for Cumann na mBunscol finals, the vast majority
of which saw the school bring back some silverware. The highlight for Eiven was in 1996
when Scoil Bhríde were crowned Division 1 Champions of Dublin in both football and hurling at both Junior and Senior level, Eiven being directly involved with three of the four
teams. All four wins were repeated the following year to complete a ‘double quadruple’, a
feat not achieved by any other Dublin school.
Over the years, Eiven has forged strong and lasting relationships with pupils, parents and
guardians, staff members, members of the various Boards of Management, those working
in neighbouring schools and those working in outside agencies. These include speech and
language therapists, occupational therapists, psychologists, School Age Disability Teams,
Visiting Teachers for Visual and Auditory Impairment, Technical University Dublin
(formerly ITB) and St. Brigid’s GAA club. These links, and more, have been established under one guiding principle — to enhance the educational development and experience of
every pupil at Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí. It is no great surprise that representatives of all
these organisations have commented positively on the warmth of welcome as well as the
school’s openness in embracing new ideas and practices to the benefit of all who cross its
threshold. Eiven has made many friends over his teaching career—colleagues in the teaching profession, professionals in other disciplines, inspectors, SENOs, NEPS, coaches, etc.
but the friendships he values most: are those with parents, colleagues and pupils, past and
present. It is an immense source of pride when a past pupil or parent crosses the street to
say hello and reminisce about times past. Eiven may not recollect every name straight
away (he is retiring!) but he does remember the faces.
Eiven has always been guided by one question — what is in the best interest of the pupils
of the school? His track record at the school shows that he has delivered on this time and
again, and he will be sorely missed. Fittingly, Eiven’s last day at Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí will
be Tuesday 1st February, the feast of St. Brigid, and we plan to mark this occasion with as
appropriate a celebration as current guidelines will allow. Best wishes to Eiven!

A Message from the Principal
As we prepare to bid farewell to 2021, many will warmly welcome the New Year. Amidst the constant doom and
gloom of COVID-19, and the hardship this has brought upon many, it is easy to forget all the good in our lives.
Christmas can be a difficult time for many, but it is also a time to reflect and to be grateful for what we have and we
are certainly blessed to have each other. That is a huge positive.
Another great positive is the fact that, with the exception of Storm Barra, Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí has managed to
remain open for all classes from the start of the school year to this point. This period in particular, from Hallowe’en
to Christmas, has been very challenging. A staggering 118 days of staff absences have been recorded in the 36
school days from the 1st of November to the 21st of December and the low availability of substitute cover has left
the school under serious pressure in terms of staffing. It is remarkable that we have managed to welcome each and
every class into school on every school day over this period. The cessation of contact tracing in schools has not
helped matters, creating a very uncertain position. However, I would like to thank parents and guardians for continuing to adhere to the rule of not sending their sons to school if they are displaying symptoms of COVID-19 and the
pupils in 3rd to 6th Class and their parents and guardians for their response to requests to wear face coverings.
Despite the many challenges, the months of November and December proved very busy at Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí:

Parent teacher meetings took place for 5th Class between the 1st and the 8th of November and for the rest of
the school between the 22nd of November and the 3rd of December. Thanks to parents/guardians and staff
members alike.

Science Week Ireland ran in the school from the 8th to the 12th of November. Thanks to Mr. McFadden for co
-ordinating this, with help from Mrs. Hewitt Rohan and Mr. Mullen.

New Student Council members from 5th & 6th Class were elected on Friday 19th December. Thanks to Mr.
Mullen and Mrs. O’Connor for organising these and for working with the boys. Best wishes to all!

Department of Education Inspector, Mary Dunne, conducted an incidental school visit on Wednesday 24th
November, observing teaching and learning in two rooms and examining the school’s Child Safeguarding
statement and Anti-Bullying Policy. All feedback was positive.

The Scholastic Book Fair visited the school for a week from Wednesday 1st December. Thanks to Ms. Fagan
for arranging this. Happy reading to all!

Our Christmas Handwriting Competition was organised by Mrs. L. Geraghty—congratulations to all winners!

Our new outdoor play area has been fitted by KOMPAN over the past week and looks fantastic. This will provide a wonderful outlet for many children in the school from January onwards. It was hoped that funding for
this project would have been generated via the school lotto, but the lack of support from many has put something of a strain on school finances. You can help by signing up at www.ourfundraiser.ie/org/sbb

Online access to the Helix Panto ‘Red Riding Hood’ was subsidised by sponsorship from Blanchardstown Credit Union — thanks to Bernie et al!
Applications for enrolment in Junior infants for 2022/2023 will be accepted in person or via email between Thursday 6th and Thursday 27th of January. All information can be found on the website www.scoilbhrideb.com
The latest school policies under review were the Critical Incident Policy, Healthy Eating (Lunch) Policy Statement,
Swimming Policy statement and the Zoom Use Policy. These were reviewed and ratified by the Board of Management on Monday 20th December.
Since our return to school following the Hallowe’en break, we have learned of Mr. Shanahan’s impending retirement. While we wish Eiven all the best, this is a sizeable loss to the school community. For me personally, I am indebted to Eiven for this unwavering support and sound advice since I joined the school in June 2018. It is hard to
imagine negotiating my way through the time since then without his input and collaboration. With a wealth of
knowledge and experience, his sole driving purpose has always been to meet the needs of all pupils. It is a shame
that no matter how we mark his retirement, it will not do justice to his contribution to Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí. For
now, I would like to take this opportunity to wish Eiven and his family every good wish for the years to come.
Unfortunately, COVID-19 numbers are presently at a dangerous level which has resulted in the decision to send
some school books home over the Christmas period as a precautionary measure. I firmly hope the school will reopen on Thursday 6th January as planned. Books should not be used without teacher instruction.
I look forward to seeing all of our pupils back at Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí on Thursday 6th January.
Take care and enjoy the Christmas break,

Principal

Science Week Ireland 8th to 12th November
Science Week Ireland ran at Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí from took place on the dates above.
Thanks to Mr. McFadden who, with help from Mrs. Hewitt Rohan and Mr. Mullen, organised the week’s events. Classes took part in experiments, Science trails and quizzes
STEM challenges and Science facts and riddles. A week to show that learning and fun
can go hand-in-hand! Well done to all!
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Junior Infants 2022/2023
Applications for enrolment in Junior Infants for 2022/2023 will be accepted in person or via email between Thursday
6th and Thursday 27th of January. Please ensure that all sections are completed and all required documentation accompanies your application. All information is found on the website www.scoilbhrideb.com

Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí Lotto
There has been no jackpot winner so far this school year. Weekly Winners (who each receive €25 and a chocolate
treat) for 2021/2022 to date are as follows:
Tara Carroll Grant (28th October)

James O’Carroll (4th November)

Alicja Grucela (11th November)

Patricia O’Reilly (18th November)

Stephen Mullen (25th November)

Angela Keane (2nd December)

Magdalena Fraczyk (9th December)

Paulynn McDonnell (16th December)

Thanks to all who continue to support the lotto. If you would like to sign up, you can purchase one line for €2 or three
lines for €5 each week at www.ourfundraiser.ie/org/sbb

Christmas Art

New Outdoor Play Area

Student Council Elections
Student Council elections were held on Friday 19th November to find two new members from each of our 5th Classes
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and one from each of our 6th Classes to join our existing four members from 6th Class. The process was overseen by
Mr. Mullen and Mrs. O’Connor, who will be working with the Council. All candidates conducted themselves in exemplary fashion, and there was excellent sportsmanship displayed in one room where the result was particularly close.
Letters were issued to the parents/guardians of the successful candidates and the first official meeting of the new
Student Council will take place in the new year. Congratulations and best wishes to all involved!
Joseph Moore
Mrs. L. Geraghty 6th Class

Shane Saravandas

Aboi (Marc) Prevost Assielou
Mr. McFadden 6th Class

Antoni Strzelecki
Mr. Mullen 5th Class

Muhammad Hasan Masood
Clint John Rubis

Ganel Ceaser
Ries Rol

Mr. Wall 5th Class

Jacob George
Lucas Zhang

Christmas Handwriting Competition Winners

Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí Calendar December 2021 to June 2022

