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Meet our new Deputy Principal — Mr. Mullen!
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Following the retirement of Mr. Shanahan, Mr. Mullen took up his new duties as Deputy
Principal on Wednesday 2nd February. Continuing in his role as 5th Class teacher until the
February mid-term, Mr. Mullen has since assumed teaching responsibilities for 1st Class SEN and Ms. Fagan has replaced Mr. Mullen as
5th Class teacher. Amongst his new duties is the day-to-day management of the school’s SET and SNA teams.
Originally from Tuam, Co. Galway, Mr. Mullen became a permanent
member of staff at Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí in September 2004. As
well as working as a class teacher and an SET in his time in the
school, he served as the Teacher Nominee on the Board of Managegment for two terms from 2011 to 2019. Mr. Mullen also spent a
year on secondment leave with the National Induction Programme
for Teachers (NIPT), a group which oversees the Droichead process
for newly-qualified teachers.
We are very fortunate to have a person of Mr. Mullen’s skillset and dedication at our disposal and we wish him the best for the many years ahead in the job!
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Mr. Shanahan wanted to express his deepest gratitude for the wonderful send-off he was
given at the start of February. Thanks to all pupils, parents/guardians and staff members.

Keyholder Needed
Now that some community groups are using the school in the evenings, the need for a
keyholder has arisen to open the school, set up and clear the space needed and lock up
afterwards. If you are interested, or you know somebody who is, please contact the school
secretary on (01) 8201299 or email secretarysbb@gmail.com

A Message from the Principal
As we come to the end of the second term of the 2021/2022 school year, we welcome the Easter break, which
brings a chance to recharge the batteries ahead of the hectic final 10-week term from the 25th of April to the 30th
of June. We have definitely seen an improvement from a COVID-19 point of view, with numbers of cases amongst
pupils and staff stabilising, and the return to more usual practices in certain respects has been most welcome. With
an expected improvement in weather, this should continue to progress positively.
Mr. Shanahan retired as Deputy Principal on Tuesday 2nd February and has been succeeded by Mr. Mullen. A
hearty thank you to Eiven and warm wishes for his retirement. Best wishes too to Stephen, who has been a wonderful member of staff and will bring renewed vigour and enthusiasm to the role.
The early part of 2022 brought sad news with the murder of Ashling Murphy, a young teacher, and the troubles in
Ukraine. These acts serve to remind us how fragile life is, and yet how lucky we are at the same time. As is the case
for all people and all schools, we hope we can support those in need at any given time, and so far we have enrolled
11 new pupils from Ukraine and I must thank the staff and pupils of the classes involved for the warm welcome extended to these boys. I’m sure there will be further enrolments and I hope they will be very happy here with us and
that they will feel valued and respected at all times.
The period since Christmas has seen a lot of things happen at Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí:

Catholic Schools Week took place from the 23rd to the 30th of January.

Seachtain na Gaeilge ran from the 7th to the 16th of March. Thanks to Mr. McFadden who put together a
very comprehensive timetable with the help of Ms. Dunne, Mrs. Hyde and Mrs. Lewanczuk. Go raibh míle
maith agaibh!

Engineers’ Week ran from the 28th of March to the 1st of April. Thanks to Mr. Wall and Mr. McFadden for
organising this.

ACCORD visited our 6th Classes to address the topic of RSE.

Coaches from TUD, St. Brigid’s GAA Club and Cricket Ireland returned to work with the pupils and our 3rd, 4th
& 5th Classes attended swimming lessons at the National Aquatic Centre.

World Book Day took place on Thursday 3rd March with a number of DEAR (Drop Everything And Read) sessions throughout the day. Thanks to Mrs. Geraghty and Ms. Fagan for arranging this. Happy reading to all!

We have offered places to new Junior Infants for 2022/23. Preparations for our youngest pupils will continue
after Easter.

Our Confirmation pupils attended a retreat on Thursday 17th February and had their Ceremony of Light on
Monday 7th March and our First Holy Communion candidates made their First Confession on Tuesday 15th
March—congratulations to all!

Community Garda Seán Breheny visited our 3rd, 4th, 5th & 6th Classes to talk about internet safety.

The school’s CCTV and phone systems were upgraded.
On top of this, we had the enforced school closure on Tuesday 22nd March due to an issue with the water supply.
This was a most unwelcome event and I must express great thanks to all teachers for working remotely in response
to this unexpected development.
Congratulations to Mohammed Zameer (Zayaan) in Senior Infants who has been shortlisted for a RTÉ Radio event—
a budding star in the making! Exciting times!
Our mainstream class teachers have been working hard to put plans in place for the return of school tours before
the end of the school year. A lot of organisation and extra time goes into planning these days and I’m sure the pupils, parents and guardians will appreciate the huge efforts of staff beforehand and on the days in question.
Census 2022 took place across the country on Sunday 3rd April and although there was a lot involved in completing
the forms, I hope all pupils and their families enjoyed the process.
The last term of 2021/22 promises to be very busy with standardised tests to be conducted, end of year reports to
be sent home, First Holy Communion and Confirmation ceremonies to take place, preparations for the 2022/23
school year and many more matters to be addressed. As such, it is vital for pupils, parents/guardians and staff alike
that a good rest is taken over the next two weeks.
Wishing you a most enjoyable Easter break,

Principal
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Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí Lotto
Congratulations to all our Weekly Winners from the 23rd of December to the 7th of April and to our Jackpot Winner
on Thursday 30th December who took home €800. Weekly Winners (who each receive €25 and a chocolate treat) for
the latest period of the school year are as follows:
Thursday 23rd December — Pramod Xaviour

Thursday 30th December — Stephen Mullen

Thursday 6th January — Livia Andoreanu

Thursday 13th January — Paula Eager

Thursday 20th January — Noeleen Smith

Thursday 27th January — Alicja Grucela

Thursday 3rd February — Santhosh George

Thursday 10th February — Ludmila Buchelova

Thursday 17th February — Stephen Mullen

Thursday 24th February — Enmei Chen

Thursday 3rd March — Magdalena Fraczyk

Thursday 10th March — Susan Doughty

Thursday 17th March — Elaine Murtagh

Thursday 24th March — Ciara Duffy Parsons

Thursday 31st March — Cherry Guinocor

Thursday 7th April — Elaine Curran

Thanks to all who continue to support the lotto. If you would like to sign up, you can purchase one line for €2 or three
lines for €5 each week at www.ourfundraiser.ie/org/sbb

Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí Calendar April to June 2022

