Contact Details:
Email:

secretarysbb@gmail.com

Telephone:
01-8201299

Website:

scoilbhrideb.com

Facebook & Twitter:

Nuachtán Scoil
Bhríde Buachaillí

@scoilbhrideb

Summer Newsletter — June 2022

Issue No. 2021/22/4 (16)

6th Class Graduation
Board of Management
Fr. Frank Drescher
Mrs. Linda Geraghty
Mrs. Alana Loison
Mr. Declan Murray (Chairperson)
Mr. John O’Connor (Treasurer)
Mrs. Bernie O’Mara
Mr. Séamus Sullivan (Secretary)

Principal:
Mr. Séamus Sullivan

Deputy Principal:
Mr. Stephen Mullen

Assistant Principal 1:
Mr. Pius McFadden

Assistant Principal 2:
Mrs. Linda Geraghty
Ms. Fiona Sneyd
Mr. Ian Wall

Our 6th Class Graduation ceremony took place on Tuesday 28th June and it
was great to see such a huge crowd gather in the GP/PE Hall to celebrate the
two wonderful classes and mark the end of their primary school journey. Hosted by Emmaunel & Shaun, the evening began with the lighting of candles on behalf of parents, pupils, staff and the Board of Management. Warm wishes to the
boys were extended by Mr. Mullen and Mr. Sullivan. Markus and Damian shared
their hopes for the future and Ganel delivered an important message with the
poem, ‘Let No-One Steal Your Dreams’ before each graduate received a certificate, along with a school pen and hoodie. Awards were then presented for curricular and extra-curricular excellence (see the list of winners overleaf). David
read a special ‘Thank You’ which was followed by a slideshow of memories. The
ceremony concluded with a performance of ‘Count On Me’ and ‘It’s Time’, sung
by all the boys with music accompaniment by Bennet, Shaun & David. Thanks to
this year’s 6th Class teachers, Mrs. L. Geraghty and Mr. McFadden, SETs and all
who worked with the boys during their time in the school and congratulations
to all the boys and their families!
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Congratulations to Fr. Frank Drescher, who has been appointed as parish priest in Kilnamanagh-Castleview. As well
as serving on the Board of Management, Fr. Frank worked
closely with the pupils and staff preparing for the Sacrament
of the Eucharist and was the chief celebrant at the school’s
First Holy Communion ceremonies in 2021 and 2022. Fr.
Frank’s last mass in Blanchardstown will be on Sunday 3rd July at 12.00p.m. Everybody in Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí would like to wish Fr. Frank all the best in his
new assignment.

A Message from the Principal
At the close of the 2021/2022 school year, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to all members
of the school community for the huge collective effort which has gone into producing another successful
year at Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí. As we continued to negotiate our way though COVID-19 restrictions,
what is best for our pupils remained at the centre of our plans and practices. Thanks to all of our parents and guardians for their continued support and collaboration—this is how a school community
works best. Thanks to all members of our school staff who have continued to give of their time, energy
and expertise to ensure that lessons and experiences are delivered to the highest standards in the most
enjoyable manner. A special word of thanks to our retired Deputy Principal, Mr. Shanahan, who left us at
the start of February. Although a tough act to follow, his successor, Mr. Mullen, has started into the role
in a fervent manner, and is already making his mark, with the needs of the pupils central to his efforts.
Thanks also to our secretary, Liz, and our caretaker, Eddie, without both of whom the school operates
less effectively.
As with any school year, this last term has been very busy. Apart from standardised tests and end of
year school reports, it was wonderful to see all of classes heading away on school tours. These are the
days the boys will remember for years to come and thanks to the staff for arranging these trips and accompanying the boys on their adventures to farms, adventure centres, Dublin Zoo and Croke Park
amongst other venues. We had our Sports Days in June for all our classes which proved a big success.
My thanks to Ms. Fagan, Mrs. Hewitt Rohan, Ms. Kelliher, Ms. McDonagh, Mr. Moloney and Ms. O’Donnell for organising these. Our Junior Infant 2022/23 Information Night took place on Thursday 16th June
in the school. My thanks to Mrs. L. Geraghty who joined me in outlining the more important matters for
the parents/guardians of children starting school after the summer.
The inaccurate comments about the school’s engagement with the Department of Education and the
National Council for Special Education and its response to correspondence made by Minister Josepha
Madigan on Saturday 25th June have been very disappointing. Despite the school publicly correcting the
Minister’s misinformed claims, she reiterated her message on Tuesday 28th June. Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí
has engaged fully with the NCSE over the present school year and continues to place the needs of all
pupils at the centre of its plans and practices. To attempt to paint the school in another light is unacceptable and inexcusable. A retraction and an apology would not be undeserved.
The end of this school year sees some pupils and staff members leaving our school community. Our 6th
Classes had their Graduation ceremony on Tuesday 28th June, with each pupil presented with a certificate, a school pen, and a hoodie. Awards were also presented to some very worthy winners. I wish the
6th Classes all the very best as they take this momentous step forward in their education and their lives,
and I look forward to hearing about their many success stories in the future. Congratulations to all the
boys and their families, and thanks to all their teachers and SNAs over the years! Some teachers will not
be with us next year either. I wish Ms. Fagan, Ms. Mahon, Ms. O’Donnell and Mr. Power all the very best
and I would like to thank them for all their hard work and wish them every success.
When we return for the start of the 2022/2023 school year on Thursday 1st September, we will continue with our start time of 8.45a.m. (gates open at 8.35a.m.) with our infant classes finishing at 1.25p.m.
and all other classes at 2.25p.m. Some teaching roles remain unfilled, with interviews to follow and class
allocation will be shared with parents/guardians thereafter before our return for the new school year.
For now, please see the map of the school rooms indicating where each of next year’s class levels will
be.
I hope that all pupils, parents/guardians, extended family members and staff members have the opportunity to enjoy a peaceful and re-energising summer break, and I look forward to seeing you all back at
Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí on Thursday the 1st of September.
Take care,

Principal

Scoil Bhríde Buachaillí Lotto

Our school lotto is now up and running for just over a year and we have had so
many weekly winners as well as two jackpot winners. Congratulations to all
who have received prizes and thanks to everybody who is signed up for your
continued support. Weekly Winners for the summer period will be announced
to all on our return to school, and prizes will be delivered to winners then. If
you would like to sign up, you can purchase one line for €2 or three lines for €5
each week by visiting www.ourfundraiser.ie/org/sbb and I would urge you to do
so as it makes a big difference to the purchase of resources for all of our pupils.
Weekly winners since our last newsletter are:
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Thursday 14th April — Linda Geraghty

Thursday 21st April — Susan Quinn

Thursday 28th April — Ismir Coco

Thursday 5th May — Deborah O’Reilly

Thursday 12th May — Daiva Jankiene

Thursday 19th May — Anca Dan

Thursday 26th May — Alicja Grucela

Thursday 2nd June — Deborah O’Reilly

Thursday 9th June — Anca Dan

Thursday 16th June — Fiona Sneyd

Thursday 23rd June — Aiga Hayes

End of Year Award Winners 2021/2022
Award

Pupil

Artist of the Year

Nikita Demchenko

Creative Writer of the Year

Kyle Fox

Gaeilgeoir na Bliana

Shaun Satheesh

Gradam na Scoile

Aaron Thomas

Innovator of the Year

Ishan Gandhi

Mathematician of the Year

Shane Saravanadas

Musician of the Year

Stefan Calinoiu

Athletics Merit Award

Mark Prevost

Basketball Merit Award

Aleksandr Aleksandrov

Soccer Merit Award

Eoghan O’Brien

Sportsperson of the Year

Joe Moore

Student of the Year

Ganel Ceaser

